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Replacing Tests to Better Evaluate the Future Workforce 
As teachers across the country are implementing new academic goals in English language arts and mathematics called the 
Common Core State Standards, new assessments are being created to track students’ progress towards achieving these 
standards. The assessments will replace existing tests and provide an academic checkup that enables teachers and parents to 
know where students stand on their path to success. 

Preparing Students to Meet Workplace Goals
Business leaders need employees who can put skills and knowledge 
to work to solve problems. Research has proven that when a student 
is required to apply knowledge, their understanding and retention is 
deepened. 

To compete in the global market, we must better prepare students to 
excel. New assessments will measure progress toward college and 
career readiness, providing information for teachers and parents about 
where students are excelling and where they need more development.

States Developing New, Better Assessments
Two state consortia—the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers (PARCC) and the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (Smarter Balanced)—are creating next-generation 
assessments that will replace existing tests during the 2014-2015 
school year. Administered online, these new assessments—aligned to the 
Common Core—will help propel economic development by assessing the 
knowledge and skills students need for the careers of tomorrow.

Implementing New Assessments to Remedy Existing Issues
Too often, existing assessments have failed to deliver timely, actionable results. New assessments will serve as an academic 
checkup, enabling teachers to adjust instruction as needed and allowing students to access the support they need. The use of 
common assessments will improve the comparability of scores across states and hold all students to the same high standards—
reducing challenges associated with student mobility.

Raising the Bar for Tomorrow’s Workforce
Like the Common Core, the new assessments are vertically aligned—meaning they connect learning within and across 
grades so that students build new understanding onto foundations created in previous years. This structure also provides a 
measurable link between students’ scores in each grade. End-of-year assessments will evaluate student achievement and growth 
in mathematics and English language arts. Mid-year assessments will help schools shape their decisions about professional 

What Gets Measured Gets Managed

•	 Most statewide assessments are composed 
mainly of multiple choice questions and 
reward our future workforce for basic rote 
memorization of facts.

•	 New assessments will require students 
to apply knowledge, get things done, and 
demonstrate an ability to solve complex 
problems. 

•	 Rather than asking students to respond to 
writing tasks based on personal experience, 
the new assessments will expect students 
to use evidence to support their answers 
by incorporating information, details, and 
arguments from a text or multiple sources.



development, classroom materials, and instruction. Key components of the new assessments include:

 Online administration: Assessments will take advantage of 21st century technology, allowing the tests to go 
beyond basic multiple choice questions to include research and writing tasks that measure critical thinking and 
problem solving, as opposed to rote memorization of facts. 

 Custom features for students with disabilities and English language learners: The new assessments 
offer accessibility and accommodation options so all students can demonstrate what they know. 

 Alignment with international benchmarks and college expectations: While previous assessments 
measured outdated standards, the new assessments focus on clearer and more rigorous standards that 
measure the skills students need for success.

Testing the Assessments
In spring 2014, more than 5 million students in 35 states and the District of Columbia participated in a practice run 
of the new assessments in mathematics and English language arts. These practice assessments were a field test in 
preparation for the full release in the 2014-2015 school year. Students’ individual results will not count this year, but the 
field tests serve multiple purposes, including:

 Helping ensure that the assessments are valid, fair, and reliable for all students; and

 Giving schools and teachers an opportunity to practice test administration procedures, while students get a 
chance to experience the new assessments.

Technological Requirements 
The assessments are designed to be administered online, taking advantage of a more flexible question format, quicker 
analysis, and even the option of computer adaptive testing. The tests are designed with fairly minimal hardware and 
bandwidth requirements so they can be delivered with the computing resources found in schools today. For districts 
that are not equipped to make the transition to online administration, paper-and-pencil options will be available for the 
first few years of implementation. The assessment consortia have worked to identify the technology needs of schools 
in member states by administering a technology readiness survey and by providing resources for schools to assess and 
improve their current infrastructure.

Meet the Developers:
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is comprised of 13 member states,  
which are: AR, CO, DC, IL, LA, MD, MA, MS, NJ, NM, NY, OH, and RI. PA is a participating state. For more information,  
visit: www.parcconline.org. 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is comprised of 22 member states, which are: CA, CT, DE, HI, ID, IA,  
ME, MI, MO, MT, NV, NH, NC, ND, OR, SD, U.S. VI, VT, WA, WV, WI, and WY. PA is an advisory state. For more information,  
visit: www.SmarterBalanced.org.

Take the Test! 
Experience the new assessments by taking Practice Tests provided by PARCC (linked here) and Smarter Balanced (linked here). 

http://www.parcconline.org
http://www.SmarterBalanced.org
http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/

